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From the War on Poverty to new farmers' markets, a food expert tackles
America's dangerous dietary split

Closing the Food Gap tells the story of how we get our food: from poor people at food
pantries or bodegas and convenience stores to the more comfortable classes, who
increasingly seek out organic and local products. Winne's exploration starts in the
1960s, when domestic poverty was “rediscovered,” and shows how communities since
that time have responded to malnutrition with a slew of strategies and methods. But the
story is also about doing that work against a backdrop of ever-growing American food
affluence and gastronomical expectations.

“Closing the Food Gap reveals the chasm between the two food systems of America—

the one for the poor and the one for everyone else. Mark Winne offers compelling solu-
tions for making local, organic, and highly nutritious food available to everyone.”

—Dr. Jane Goodall, DBE, Founder of the Jane Goodall Institute and

UN Messenger of Peace

“Reading this book should make everyone want to advocate for food systems that will
feed the hungry, support local farmers, and promote community democracy—all at the
same time.”

—Marion Nestle, author of Food Politics and What to Eat

“By combining stories of his deep personal experience as an activist with keen insight
into strategies for addressing food injustice, Winne himself fills a gap in the growing
literature on good food, why it matters, and how to ensure everyone everywhere has
access to it. Plus, the book is a fun read. Winne's stories made me want to meet him
down at the local farmer's market, and then join him afterward for a cold beer.”
—Anna Lappé, co-founder of the Small Planet Institute and author of Grub

“Winne has done it all—food coops, emergency feeding, farmers’ markets, community
gardening, Community Supported Agriculture, public policy. He tells us why and how,
weaving into his own experiences stories from other cities across the country to create
an essential picture of how people like him are struggling to reset the country’s table
for everyone.”

—Joan Dye Gussow, author of This Organic Life

For twenty-five years Mark Winne was the executive director of the Hartford Food System in Hartford, Connecticut. He now
writes, speaks, and consults extensively on community food system topics. He lives in Santa Fe, New Mexico.
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